
Meeting Details: 
Steering Group 

Location/Time: 
ADT/6pm 

Date: 
02.10.24 

Attendees: 

 
John Dunwoodie 
Matthew Connolly : Chair 
Julia Aston 
Luke McTaggart 
Maureen Gibson 
Frances Anderson 
Ivor Rackham 
 

Agenda: 

1. Welcome. 
2. Apologies: Ashley Sims, Paul Rigby. Craig Weir: Amble Town Council, Louise Little 
3. Minutes from last meeting were passed as a true record. 
4. Matters arising from the minutes: These would be covered in the next items 
5. Plan for Community Engagement Events 

Discussion on the actual Parish Boundary and Decision Statement occurred. This led to consideration of areas outside of the 
Settlement Boundary for consideration of our initial scoping exercise. 
 
Consideration given to Scrouger (sic?) woods and if it should be part of Heritage assets! 
 
Protected Open Space (POS) versus Local Green Space (LGS) was discussed for areas as GS provide for a higher level of 
designation. As a result of the online meeting with Rob Naples from Northumberland County Council (NCC) discussion around 
issues at Felton and examples of if you could put a container for football equipment could a mobile home/lodge be put on it? 
It was felt that the highest level of protection should be looked at in a range of areas. 
Discussion occurred on having a wide range of sites to be shown to have been considered even if they were later discounted. 
It showed due diligence. 
 
Wildlfe corridors were something that needed further information and guidance on perhaps from the planning consultant. 
There is a form to fill out on each area we identify a sample was provided. 
 
Discussion occurred around the area where the old abattoir land is and the proximity to Warkworth and how it is marked on the 
Local Plan (LP).  
 



Discussion occurred that the map produced by the steering group is our view and is subject to overview, challenge and 
examination.  
 
A question was asked about Parish Boundary changes and the process. Some information on recent boundary changes to 
Hauxley Parish that did occur and Warkworth that did not occur was given. Discussion occurred on the issue that Warkworth 
Plan is to the settlement boundary not parish and as such there are areas bordering Amble that are a kind of no mans land in 
NP terms. 
 
A question was asked about the land where the new JCSC build is planned and as it is POS in LP it can be built on and is 
soon to be developed. Discussion occurred around land that has planning permission but has not yet been developed it was 
clarified that these areas could be considered and made ready to be in NP if planning lapsed. This may push planned 
development of areas not currently developed.  
 
Concerns were expressed about large tracts of agricultural land that could be sold off and what the NP should do about these 
areas. Were they considered as extensive tracts of land. Discussion occurred on had Amble already got enough houses and 
recognizing what we might do to designate the type of housing Amble needs that is not being built for example easy access of 
disabled or elderly or young people and care leavers. 
 
Discussion occurred on possibility of building on areas such as industrial land and are there areas where the right type of 
housing is needed like bungalows and social rented housing. 
 
Discussion occurred on the development already planned for and whether there is capacity for builders to actually do what is 
planned.  
 
On the JCSC site consideration was given to designating areas for sport and recreation. It was suggested that the old school 
sports hall could be retained as a community sports asset that would enhance provision and so not fall foul of any Sport 
England objection about loss of sports fields. It was suggested that knocking down a facility and replacing it with uncut 
unmarked grass was not a playing field. 
 
The steering group formally agreed to the mapping that was before the group to be taken forward to the initial consultation and 
from there if areas needed to be added or adjusted following consultation that they would form part of the next steps. 
 
Discussion occurred around the printouts we needed for consultation and displays and information needed in addition to any 
digital display. 
 
It was felt we should let people know who the steering group are and their connection to Amble, what work has been done 
already, vision statements were suggested but it was felt we needed to see first was came out of the consultation rather than 



be too suggestive or prescriptive. We want to invite suggestions and solutions not just complaints. It was felt an informal 
survey should be done to inform a design of a future more formal survey or questionnaire. It was felt the event should be 
interactive and invite comments with areas to write on say post it notes or large sheets of paper. It was also suggested to invite 
and engage anyone who expressed interest. A rota of steering group members to turn up to support the event was started. 
Refreshments were sorted.  
 
Discussion for next steps were to look at a funding application for a technical grant to support a Housing Needs Assessment 
from AECOM. This was considered to be a desktop data exercise. Follow up with the planner on this was suggested. 
Discussion occurred around the pressures of Holiday and Second Homes put on Amble and if there were things that might be 
done to help on this. 
 
A question was asked if forestry Commission or Woodland Trust etc could be contacted about areas that are trees might 
suddenly be cut by landowners to change them. It was agreed this could be helpful. Some group members fed back 
information on Greener Amble which could support the work of NP. Sustainability was thought to be a thread throughout all 
areas of the NP. 

 
 

6. AOB (Any other business) Frances made know that the 2 November event was happening and invited support for it. 
 

7. Dates of next meetings Wednesday 6th November and 4th December 6pm in Conference Room. 
 
 

Actions: 

HNA application. Cake for next meeting! 
 

Date of Nxt Mtg: Wed 06.11.24 

 


