
Meeting Details: 
Steering Group 

Location/Time: 
ADT/6pm 

Date: 
05.02.25 

Attendees: 

 
John Dunwoodie 
Matthew Connolly: Chair 
Julia Aston 
Luke McTaggart 
Louise Little: Vice Chair 
Ivor Rackham 
Jo-Anne Garrick (planner) 
Craig Weir 
 

Agenda: 
1. Welcome Matthew welcomed everyone again and thanked them for their support. 
2. Apologies Maureen, Frances, Paula, Ivor arrived 5mins late, Sarah Brannigan NCC was unwell 
3. Minutes of the last meeting (December) 

Passed as a true record of meeting.  
4. Matters arising from the minutes 

No matters arising not covered in agenda 
5. To receive note from AECOM meeting (already emailed). 

The meeting with AECOM was very positive with a decision on doing the Housing Needs Assessment now sat with Ministry of Housing, 
Community and Local Government for a final sign off and work scheduled to begin hopefully by the end of February and due to take three 
months. 

6. To resolve SG position on NHDA's within the Amble Conservation Area 

The group considered the None Designated Heritage Assets within the Amble Conservation Area again and concluded that the extra work to 
include these when protection from being within the CA was available, meant that they should be not included in more detailed work at this 
point. Assets like West Cemetery outside the CA would be progressed. 

A request to look at a private garden/orchard within the CA was considered. The group thought there could be difficult on methodology if others 
put forward private gardens as green space. Suggestions were made that landowner could put a protective covenant on the area. It was 



suggested that private land can still be protected if it meets certain criteria, such as being adjacent to a conservation area. It was decided not to 
progress the area at this time. 

Jo-Anne reminded the group of the importance of a clear methodology and criteria that would need to be presented as part of the plan. 

Discussion was held about additional housing sites suggested by ATC. The Glendale area was considered but a balance of green space against 
housing was felt to be needed and perhaps a community action to improve the space and make it more attractive with trees and planting would 
be of more benefit. 

Jo-Anne suggested the group look at Protected Open Space (POS) as well as Local Green Space (LGS) for areas that might not reach criteria for 
LGS. 

7. To hold a discussion on the pre-assessment allocation of Site 26/LGS26 

It was thought that allocation of land to provide housing of the type our consultation identified as being want eg bungalows should wait until 
after we have the results of the housing needs assessment so we had hard data on the needs. 

8. To receive update on Site Assessment procedure and logging. 

Luke provided a comprehensive run through of the systems set up to record and log information on the sites identified. He was thanked for his 
work to set this up which has taken a lot of time and skill. 

9. To allocate sites between SG members for assessment. We may need further community support given the number of sites. 

Sites were not allocated at the meeting but group member were encouraged to start to look at where they could help and further training or hand 
holding could happen on the IT side of the information collation.  
 

10. AOB 
Matthew introduced the outline for a vision statement of intent (previously emailed) This was for the group to look at and suggest additions, 
edits or updates. It is still fluid but is a scaffold to work from. There was consensus around the 5 main focus areas. 
 
Discussion occurred around the procedure to co-opt onto the steering group. A request from Councillor Joyce from the time when he had 
resigned from the council had not been progressed by Councillor Joyce, however as he was now back on ATC maybe he can provide input 
through that route. A request from the Harbour Commissioners was thought to be focused on one issue for one organisation and so not 
representative of Amble as a whole. There would continue to be constructive dialogue with those concerned. 
 



Date and times of next meetings 
Wednesday 5 March 2025 6pm at Conference Room Fourways2. 
 
 

 


