
Meeting Details: 
Steering Group 

Location/Time: 
ADT/6pm 

Date: 
05.03.25 

Attendees: 

 
John Dunwoodie 
Matthew Connolly: Chair 
Julia Aston 
Luke McTaggart 
Louise Little: Vice Chair 
Ivor Rackham 
Sarah Brannigan (NCC) 
Maureen Gibson 
 

Agenda: 
1. Welcome Matthew welcomed everyone again and thanked them for their continued support. 
2. Apologies Craig, Frances, Paula 
3. Minutes of the last meeting (February) 

Passed as a true record of meeting.  
4. Matters arising from the minutes 

No matters arising not covered in agenda 
5. Discussion occurred around the end of Locality/Groundwork  Grant it was agreed that MC liaise with Vicki Amble Town Council clerk to 

complete the outrun of the account for compliance. It was noted that the group had under spent on the budget by approximately £800 as 
they had done most of the secretarial and admin work themselves. Room hire costs were under budget too. 

6. Luke, Maureen and Louise provided an update on the site assessment progress. Good progress was being made but more help will be 
needed as we progress. 

7. Allocation of sites between SG members was held over until after the Housing Needs Assessment (HNA) is completed. 
8. MC updated the group on the inception meeting with AECOM and the areas and detail the HNA will cover. 
9. Extensive discussion took place over the Vision statement and policies we have put forward. 

It was thought that the initial vision needed to be succinct and relevant. Easy to read, understand and engage with. It was decided that 
draft vision statements should be put out over social media and in The Ambler ahead of any future consultation on the draft plan. There is 
work to do on the policy statements from each of the areas identified but much of this could be from stock documentation. Support from 
Jo-Anne on this for correct legal accuracy and compliance should be sought. 

It was confirmed that the HNA and the NP were working to a 2040 end date not 2036 to adjust to updated Local Plan. 



SB indicated again that NCC could look at some work on second homes and holiday homes within the Conservation Area with a view to a 
primary occupancy policy. It was agreed to ask NCC to work on this. 

Discussion occurred on housing needs across a range of topics from affordability to specialist design. Consideration on number of 
bedroom and the need for offices with home working. Consideration of changing needs over lifetime and adaptability and availability of 
adapted homes or supported living. The needs of young people getting on the housing ladder and staying to live and work in the town 
were discussed. These were important when looking at the HNA and future housing sites. 

The six community facilities were suggested as sites that could be assessed fairly easily and could be taken on by the group while waiting 
for the HNA to come back. 

Discussion occurred around the Edwin Street School Site. SB suggested that there was a good chance to look at HNA and use it to 
suggest specialist housing that would meet NCC targets. It might be assessed in Master Planning as we don’t need another big house 
builder building executive homes. Contact with Estates was mentioned. MC expressed frustration that after Tackling Inequalities through 
Housing meetin in October these ideas were put to Rob Murfin and others (dozens) but no one has come back about suggestions. 
(Update ATC have been told that the site was been put up for sale of GF White) 

There was discussion over retention of the old sports hall at JCSC which again has been met with indifference and ignored. It has been 
suggested that the new school needed to pay its way and competition was not needed. There is high demand for affordable accessible 
sports facilities and Amble has scant provision. The netball club for example were not able to meet for a number of weeks because the 
sports hall was being used for exams. 

Discussion occurred on the removal of several community facilities from the new JCSC plan, running track, climbing wall, gym space 90 
square metres smaller, industrial catering kitchen etc. There have been no further consultations with the community since the only one 
in January 2023. 

10. AOB Discussion occurred over the process of translating the initial aims into policies. The importance of setting a context, a defined 
methodology and objective assessments (like HNA) for sites. The need for clarity in policy documents and the role of background papers 
supporting policy. There was an enquiry if some background papers could be combined or used in overlapping policy areas. There may 
be a need for technical papers to support some site assessments. 

 
Date and times of next meetings 
Wednesday 2 April 2025 6pm at Conference Room Fourways2 
 

 


