
Meeting Details: 
Steering Group 

Location/Time: 
ADT/6pm 

Date: 
06.11.24 

Attendees: 

 
John Dunwoodie 
Matthew Connolly: Chair 
Julia Aston 
Luke McTaggart 
Louise Little: Vice Chair 
Maureen Gibson 
Frances Anderson 
Craig Weir (ATC) 
Jo-Anne Garrick (planner) 
Sarah Brannigan (NCC planner) 
 

Agenda: 

1. Welcome. 
2. Apologies: Paul And Ashley have care concerns for family: Ivor Rackham was unwell 
3. Minutes from last meeting were passed as a true record after edits to attendance (John was on holiday volunteering in Greece, 

Spelling on Scrogger Dyke woods was corrected clarification was asked for on the two votes that were taken on the mapping.) 
4. Matters arising from the minutes: Action on HNA with Locality and AECOM was taken and further Teams meeting will be 

arranged with Jo-Anne and Sarah to be included in. 
5. Feedback from the initial consultation was given. Over 120 people attended events and there was a lot of positivity and 

support and sharing of information. Louise was thanked for her work going through all the post it notes to type them up. Some 
interesting ideas were put forward most aligned with what the steering group had considered which shows we are representing 
the community quite well. Thanks were given for the extra help on the additional leaflet distribution that was needed. An outline 
of the next steps and possible timeline was presented which although ambitious and reliant on outside input will provide a 
useful guide. 
 
It was put forward that some of the sub committees would require a deal of work and to invite more support from the 
community and those who had expressed support and interest would be sought. (Richard Pope, Mark from NCC) 
Discussion of footpaths and rights of way occurred. Craig mentioned that ATC was working on the footpath behind the new 
schools and Tantalon Homes build. Jo-Anne indicated rights of way could not be protect in NP but could be part of wider 
community action. OS rights of way were mentioned by Louise and that working groups on mapping, fingerboards etc was 
occurring. Sarah mention the LCWIP plan for NCC and offered to send links. Community action was considered for areas of 
action outside of NP remit. 
 



Discussion occurred over the S106 funding being used to make the pathway behind schools and if previous development 
should have contributed. There was discussion over the extension of gardens that might hamper pathways. 
Protocol was discussed over contacting landowners relating to the scoping exercise and mention was made over contact from 
the Harbour Commissioners with regard to the green space and that the commissioners were surprised that the land was on 
Local Plan and they were minded to make further contacts with the county council to clarify information. 
 
Views were expressed about the number of sites (85) in the scoping exercise and the amount of work this had taken and that 
to have so many might be a concern however it was confirmed that these sites would be sieved down to a more manageable 
number once details on filtering was given. 
 
A procedure will be created and agreed before we contact landowners. 
 
Clarification was made over the boundary used by Warkworth NP this was resolved to be the parish boundary. 
 
SMHA Strategic Market Housing Assessment was discussed along with the AECOM HNA (Housing Needs Assessment) and 
the processes used. Discussion was made over specific housing needs especially social affordable needs and groups like 
young people and care leavers. It was suggested that these were the kind of housing development Amble needed but the HNA 
would provide evidence of this supported by data. 
 
Discussion and questions were asked about defining a limited area for holiday home assessment for example the conservation 
area could that be used. Amble does not meet % as a whole but in clustered areas it could. Sarah suggested that it could be 
looked at by NCC in a defined area as in Longhoughton. 
 
Discussion was held about the classification of property as a dwelling and possible government changes but the situation at 
present is limited by planning not being a requirement. Discussion occurred on the land on North Bank of Braid and the 
principal residence designation entered into in early planning. Concerns were expressed about insurance and flood plains. 
 
Northumberland Historic Environment record was suggested by Jo-Anne as useful and Strategic Environment Assessment 
with AECOM (6 months) needs to be considered. 
 
We agreed a formal arrangement with regard to finance. Invoice would go to finance committee two of whom will confirm, and 
chair will forward to ATC for payment. Julia is keeping records. 

 
 

6. AOB (Any other business) Luke outlined the scope of our long list of sites and the work that has occurred. It was thought that 
in general sites with planning should be taken off but left in reserve should planning lapse while making the NP. Sites were 
slated to be looked at by sub committees to whittle them down on additional criteria once details were known. Site 25 land 



behind Lindesfarne Road which was subject to planning for housing at one time. It was thought the land was industrial 
employment land. Sarah was looking at recent survey and mapping on employment land. Potentially NP could add to LP to 
designate types of employment. Questions were asked about boundary markers effecting LGS (Local Green Spaces) but they 
were thought to help not hinder. Questions were asked about wildlife corridors. Jo-Anne suggested seeking advice for NCC 
environment team and then think about green infrastructure in a wider context. Community facilities were discussed with 
uncertainty around the Bede Street Club being addressed. Questions were asked about areas near the industrial estate 
designated as employment land that is not used and areas that might be used for social land. Sarah expressed concerns and 
that need for employment land and housing was unknown. Further discussion on other areas were discussed and there were 
many uncertainties over plans and ownership. Lack of recreational and sports facilities were discussed and if areas could be 
designated. Discussion on S106 money occurred and if money could be put toward being heathy and promoting heathy 
lifestyles. Discussion occurred around the Park Leisure (Sun Communities) site and viability and possible risks to the Lord 
Mayors Field. Discussion on the designation of Queen Street and shopping occurred and could it be a retail linked designation.  
Sub committee groups were decided on and dates set for them to meet in order to feedback to the next meeting of Steering 
Group in December. Meeting closed at 7.50pm. 

 
 

7. Dates of next meeting Wednesday 4th December 6pm in Conference Room. 
 
 

Actions: 

Notes from Sub committees to be provided if possible. 
 

Date of Nxt Mtg: Wed 04.12.24 

 


