
Amble Neighbourhood Plan Policy ANP1 – Local Green Space

Protecting and enhancing our green spaces, supporting recreation and 
access to nature

Through the Amble Neighbourhood 
Plan we are seeking to protect and 
enhance our local green spaces 
(LGS). These include the following 
types of land and we have identified 
42 of these sites for inclusion:

● Playing Fields
● Grassy Areas
● Cemeteries
● Dunes
● Copses
● Allotments
● Cemeteries
● Communal Gardens

Local Green Space is a planning 
designation created through central 
government’s National Planning Policy 
Framework (NPPF). It allows local 
communities to identify areas, through 
neighbourhood planning, that are 
special to the community for reasons 
of beauty, historic significance, 
recreational value, tranquillity or a 
richness of wildlife. The land has to 
meet at least one of these criteria and 
be in ‘reasonably close’ proximity to 
the community it serves. When 
designated, should be afforded the 
same protection as Green Belt land. 



Amble Neighbourhood Plan Policy ANP2 – Protected Open Space

Protecting areas of open space

Protected Open Space is a planning 
designation that allows for greater 
flexibility of land. It doesn’t afford land 
as high a degree of protection as 
Local Green Space, however it still 
provides certain restrictions on how 
that land can be utilised.

We have decided to add this policy 
into the scope of our plan in the event 
that when we further assess our 
proposed Local Green Space sites, 
we feel that they do not meet the 
criteria but do still require a degree of 
protection from development.

The Northumberland Local Plan has 
designated a number of areas of 
Protected Space around Amble. 
These are shown below:



Amble Neighbourhood Plan Policy ANP3 – Sustainable Transport

Making Amble more walking & cycling friendly, easing traffic and promoting
greater connectivity

Another policy area we are looking to 
address through the Neighbourhood 
Plan, is promoting the development of 
green corridors around the town 
through the creation of Active Travel 
routes. These would make different 
areas of the town easier to walk & 
cycle to, easing pressure on roads. 
The main route we want to give 
support to through the plan is the 
route from the new Tantallon Homes 
development in the south west to the 
centre of town, linking up Coquet 
Grange and the Industrial Estate with 
the centre of town. 

The 4 Active Travel Corridors we are 
proposing to identify & designate 
through the Neighbourhood Plan are 
shown on the map below:



Amble Neighbourhood Plan Policy ANP4 – Community Facilities

Protecting our local community facilities

Through the Amble Neighbourhood 
Plan we are also proposing to 
designate a total of 14 community 
facilities. These are 14 facilities that 
we have identified as being important 
to the local community that could be 
impacted by development. We are 
proposing to develop a Community 
Facilities policy that would ensure any 
future development protects these 
facilities and provides alternative 
provision where necessary if any 
development does occur. 

We’ve identified 14 of these facilities:
● CF1 – Dry Water Arts 
● CF2 – Amble Youth Project  
● CF3 – Fourways 2
● CF4 – Amble Boys Club 
● CF5 – Sacred Heart Church (Hall)
● CF6 – Amble Library
● CF7 – Dovecote Centre
● CF8 – St. Cuthberts Parish Hall
● CF9 – Fourways 1
● CF10 – Town Square
● CF11 – Methodist Church (Hall)
● CF12 – Radcliffe Club
● CF13 – JCSC Sports Hall
● CF14 – Masonic Hall



Boat Yard site. In the case of the 
former we feel industrial use would be 
suitable, with the latter we feel mixed 
development would be appropriate.

Amble Neighbourhood Plan Policy ANP5 – Economic Development

Supporting the local economy to thrive & promoting job creation

As part of the development of the 
Neighbourhood Plan we have also 
considered the local economy. The 
Northumberland Local Plan 
designates an area of land as part of 
the General Employment Land 
Allocation – this is better known as the 
Industrial Estate, or Coquet Enterprise 
Park (shown in purple on the map to 
the right). Through the Neighbourhood 
Plan we have identified two additional 
areas of land we feel could be used 
for economic development purposes. 
The first is land south of the Amble Inn 
roundabout, the other parcel is the old 



Amble Neighbourhood Plan Policy ANP6 – Affordable Housing

Supporting the development of Affordable Homes in Amble

As part of the development of the 
Amble Neighbourhood Plan we 
commissioned a HNA – a Housing 
Needs Assessment. Conducted 
through the organisation AECOM the 
HNA looked at a whole range of 
issues across the Housing Market in 
the Amble Parish, including factors 
like existing market stock, affordability 
and household income. 

Further to this, the HNA made the 
recommendation that in order to meet 
Amble’s affordable housing need for 
the local community and area a total 

of 255 affordable homes were needed 
across the 15-year Plan Period. Of 
these 255 Homes identified, 148 
would be delivered through Housing 
Developments already granted 
planning permission (namely the 
Persimmon development to the south 
of Coquet Grange and the Tantallon 
development south west of JCSC). 

However this  does still leave a 
‘residual housing need’ of around 107 
affordable homes needed. The 
Steering Group is looking at where 
these could be developed sustainably



21.2% of dwellings in the 
Conservation Area were identified as 
Second Homes or Holiday Lets. This 
policy would only apply to new builds.

Amble Neighbourhood Plan Policy ANP7 – Primary Residency 

Limiting the creation of any new Second Homes & Commerical Holiday Lets 
in the centre of town

We know that Second Homes & 
Holiday Lets are a big issue for our 
local community. Based on feedback 
we received from NCC Planning 
Officers, we are aiming to develop a 
policy, ANP7, that would restrict the 
creation of any new second homes or 
commercial holiday lets within the 
boundary of the Amble Conservation 
Area (see right). Planners informed us 
that whilst across the overall Parish 
Area we did not meet the 20% 
threshold set out in the Local Plan to 
apply Policy HOU10, we did meet this 
threshold within the CA boundary. 



Amble Neighbourhood Plan Policy Vision

How we’d like our town to have developed in 
15 years time  

As part of the Neighbourhood Planning process we are required to develop a 
policy vision that informs the scope of the plan, the Steering Group is 
suggesting the following wording: 

“By 2040 we will aim to make Amble more resilient, sustainable and 
inclusive. 

We will do so by focusing on 3 main planning objectives, A Greener, More 
Connected Amble, A Thriving Amble and A More Liveable Amble. These 
address the key planning themes that arose during consultation of Green 
Space, Community, Heritage, Economy & Housing.

By 2040 this plan will have protected, upheld & enhanced our environment 
and bolstered sustainability by making Amble a greener place to live. The 
town will be better connected with green & wildlife corridors, continued...



that promote more integrated habitat and better active transport links, 

By 2040 this plan will have helped to support Amble's community, by 
making facilities more sustainable and managing their changing 
development more effectively. Whilst also recognising our distinctive 
heritage, and by embracing local culture. The plan will help to create a 
more resilient local economy by promoting inclusive economic 
development.

By 2040 this plan will have helped to provide more affordable housing for 
the town and the local population, creating a more sustainable work force 
by allowing younger  people & families to access properties that suit them. 
This plan will also manage the number of Second Homes & Holiday Lets 
within the Conservation Zone."



Amble Neighbourhood Plan Policy Objectives

How we’d like to achieve our planning vision

As part of the Neighbourhood Planning process we are required to develop 
policy objectives that will allow us to deliver our planning vision. The Steering 
Group are suggesting the following 3 Planning Objectives to address the 
themes identified in the Planning Vision:



Amble Neighbourhood Plan - Policy Objective 1

‘A Greener, More Connected Amble’

“Preserving and enhancing Amble’s Local Green Space for the good of 
all of the community, whilst also allowing space for wildlife to roam and 
maintaining habitat & biodiversity. This objective also considers how 
green spaces could be linked up and make more walkable & cyclist 
friendly with a view to creating ‘green corridors’ across town promoting 
active transport and healthy living.”



Amble Neighbourhood Plan - Policy Objective 2

‘A Thriving Amble’

“Supporting local Community Facilities and ensuring the right balance 
of provisions throughout town, whilst also recognising Amble’s 
distinctive & unique culture & heritage. This would be underpinned by 
a dynamic, thriving and diversified local economy that recognises 
tourism as a key economic driver but also seeking to attract new 
investment.”



Amble Neighbourhood Plan - Policy Objective 3

‘A More Liveable Amble’

“Promoting the development of Affordable Housing in Amble to 
address the strong need for homes accessible to local families & 
young people. Whilst also addressing the large number of second 
homes & holiday lets within the Amble Conservation Zone 
Boundary.”
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